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- « > «eved .o co.ec, an in^d £ ^ ' ^ 1 
narrow the claim etemen( y " *<* "0. o.herw,se affect or 

believe that ,hi s amendment ' , '° Paten ' abl ^ Th ^ore, Applicants 
-Pec, to these J^ZZZ ,?* "~°*" N *» « * 
e.uivaien.switnrespeltr " *" "*« - 

Claims 1-3, 7.1/5 1p QO oir 

rB*»*n Applicants traverse this re* , N °' 6 ' 254 ' 421 

Pending claims are allowable ' Submi < <"* the 

^-^sr-rrr requires - disc,os - * * 

an anticipation faction a, J, 1 f'" 1 "^^^ » «*. for 

- *- a .4 p ri or^r rrr r of the c,aim ™ st °* 
o f o^Ynrrrra :r ° wc * does mt - 

connector assembly that „^ * UnderS '°° d ' De "° vich **~ a 

fe^r^^:;: m ' nimal *« -I esfcte, « 

«*« eS inta moS/ ^-mounano. 
estate...allowing close smTdvS ° f 0,6 Circuit ^ *>l 
modules...(Column 1, lines 40-45, P " 9 0f several such 

minimal real estate of the circm' ^ afCl ' moun(ina Peg 144, 

several connectors assemblies 110 uTjl USed ' 

each other, side-by-side in VZ^Tsf). ^ 
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channel h T " * ^ ^ 

channel and h a v,ng two opposing sides ... wherein the connector is adapted to 

mong other feature, Oen^^^T^—, g^ 
nnector adapted, he removal connected, atieas, one other coector 
ultrasonic weld". Danovich does not ^ ^ rf ^ 

as amended, and therefore the rejecton is respectfully traversed 

Clams 2-3 and 7-14, which depends directly or indirectly from 
- ependent Cairn f, rec«e additional features and are beLd 
he reasons provided above with respect to Cairn 1. More specify, Oeno^ 

: it * connector is adap,ed ,o be 

connector ,s adapted to he removahly connected fcJrtUUMLauJ 

features, the hous.ng ^^mm^mm^mensT as recited by ^ 
3, among other feafcres; the "housing is formed of a, least two LZ 
« as recited b y claim 7, among other features; thT^^ 

~ " ^mMmnL^^ as reeled by Cairn 8, amon 
oth r features; "a crimping por«on adapted to snaig^^g^ a 

^^ 9 ,amon 3 o,herfea,ures; a!9 ^^^^ 

~ engage an upper pnrtinn n f sa jd crim ping dev j ce 

^ among other features; the "housing inCude^p^Ta^' 

among other features; the f, rst and second engagement surfaces dele a i 

a*"^^^ de „ ned by said ^ ^ 

by daim amon9 ° ,her - < 

rf- 206 ^**^^ and adapted io" 

^ve sa,d electrical cable" as recited by Calm ,3, among other features and "a 
— ^toot^a^, and adapted to provide an eiecl 
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connection between electric cables received therein" as recited bv claim 14 
among other features. V aim H 

Claim 15 now recites "a connector device adapted to be used with an 
electrical cabling ... a firs, connector having ... opting side ^ 
= or having ... opposing sWes ffibafetJ§a ^ M ^ 

suggest, a leas, one of said opposing sides of said firs, connector is removably 
on ected to one of said sides of said second connector. Denovich do JZ 
dolose each of the elements of Cairn 15 as amended, and there ore the 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 6 

claim 15 18 ; rt 2 t 2 " 25 ' WWCh deP6nd *** " **** f ™ 

d-n 16. recte add„,onal features and are believed allowable for al, the easons 

,r 0 „ o : rrz r : saw flrst — ^ 

— - . «j one or said sides of said second connector" in 

r:: * the " housin9s are fo ™ ed * * *>*****jzz 

»*- by Ca,m 18, among other features; the "firs, 

^mmm^m and said second amMof J™ 
^mmmm^M- as recited by Cairn 22, among other featu s 'a 

! *™*^^^ adi l n) ln T: e i: 

oenned therein" as recited by claim 23, among o.he7fealures : '^'Z 
second connectors further incjye*^^^ 

- — * P-de an electricaTc^S 
between cab,, g rece,ved therein" as reeled by Cairn 25, among other features. 

comprisi ns T ^ me ' h ° d SP ' idn9 *** - 
compn ,ng ... .nsertrng ... cabling into a, ,eas, one of a plurality of splice 
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features DenoVi c h does no, teach or otherwise suggest - a connector stick 
devrce alone or in combination with 'separating said at leas, one connector from 
sa,d connector stick device using a tool". Denote* does no. disclose each of the 
elements of claim 27, and therefore the rejection is respectfully traversed 

un Da , C ,T ^ ^ 19 " 21 S ' and rejeCted 35U S C - WW - being 

rrr t °" App,ican,s ,raveree ** - ~> 

submr, tha, tne pending c|a|ms am ^ ^ ^ V 

drrectly from independent claim ,. recite additional features and are believed 
allowable for a„ the reasons provided above w*h respect to claim ,. More 
specially, D e„oWc n does not disCose the connector is adapted to be 
r emovably conned to nt '"nsj^Lolher^^^ 
c a,m 1 ,n combination with: the "housing ^a^^^^. 
of da, m 3 in further combination with the -housing is formed of a^ojycarbonaje 
« as recited by claim 4, among other features; the "housing is formed of a 
MM as recited by daim 5, among other features; and the "housing" 
" *™- of a polypropylene mat^r as recited by claim 6, among other 

Claims 19-21, which depend directly or indirectly from independent claim 

In 77 k ' featUreS ™ b6lieVed a " 0Wable a » *- reasons 

pro ,ded above with respect to claim 15. More speedy, Denovich does no, 

d.sclose ,he "a, leas, one of said opposing sides of said 

^Sav^nected to one o, said sides o, said second connector in 
comb™ , on with: the "housings are formed of a polvcarhon^ m as 
recrted by clarm 19, among other features; the "housings are formed of a 
MunmM- as recced by claim 20, among other features; and the" 
ousrngs are formed of ajojyorofivjemrr^" as recited by Cairn 21, among 
other features. y 

Claims 16-17, 26 and 28 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a, as being 
an»,c,pa,ed by Den W ic h in view of Teytaud, U.S. Patent No 4,2,9,249 
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Cn*«n. Applicants traverse this rejection and respectfully submit that (he 
pending claims are allowable. 

It is respectfully submitted that the Examiner has failed to provide any 
~n,o combine Oeno^and Tey, aM 

ma be combmed does no, render the resultant combination obvious unless the 
°no ar, als0 suggests tne desjrab „. ty of ^ ^ 

oanno, merely provide a statement of operabi,«y, bu, must explain why one o, 
ordinary skill would be motivated to combine the references 

The Examiner has failed to provide such an explicit motivation The 

rt . modify the connector o, Denovich e, al. by using ultrasonic weld to connect 
he connectors as taugh, In Teytaud to obtain an easy and accomplished weld 
between connectors". (Office Action, page 5, lines 10-12) 

Generally, the "motion to combine or modify- references includes 
2«y'"9 some element or function tha. calls ou, for such combination or 

modtoon. Otherwise, is difficult for the Examiner to se, fn„ h , • • 
„,:„„_. , . examiner to set forth a convincing 

ra^nate for one of ordinary s« to be novated to make the combination o 
modify, and it would appear , hat (he Examiner js mere|y usjng dajms ^ 

suoo J" 1 ' ! XamiTOr ^ idenffled ^ in °™ *« would 
suggest such a combination. More specifically, as provided nrevi™,,,,, n „„.,.. 

= es "a single board-mounting peg ,44 minima, 

bc-ard ,s used; allowing several connectors assemblies 110, 110 to be positioned 
diacen each Cher, side-by-side in a row. (Column 3, ,ines 46-50). OenoW 
does no, disclose the firs, connector and second connector o, claims 16 and 17 

he plurality of connectors of claim 26 nor the piurality of splice connectors thai 
torn - - connector sticK device of claim 28. As Denovich fails to teach the firs, 
connector and second connector as recited by claim 16 and 17, the plurality of 
connectors as recited 26, or the plurality of s P ,ice connectors as recited by cl im 
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28. there is no reason to use an ultrasonic weld to connect the different 
connectors as proposed by the Examiner. 

Furthermore, the cited references do not disclose or otherwise suggest all 
the features of the claimed invention as set forth in claims 16-17 26 and 28 
Ca.ms 16 and 17, which depend from independent claim 15, and claim 28, which 
depends from independent claim 27, recite additional features thereto and are 
beheved allowable for all the reasons provided above with respect to claims 15 
and 27. More specifically, neither Denovich nor Teytaud teach or otherwise 
suggest "at least one of said opposing sides of said firs, connector is removably 
amm to one of said sides of said second connector" in combination with the 
rst and second connectors are removably ronne ctedby^weld- as recited by 
cla,m 16. among other features; "at least one of said opposing sides of said first 
-nnector is mrnoyabjy^connected to one of said sides of said second connector" 
C ° mbina,i0n ,he 'feUnd second connectors are remove , ... 
autattluakr as recited by claim 17, among other features; nor the "method 
for spl,cing electric cabling, the method comprising ... inserting ... cabling into a, 
least one of a plurality of splice connectors htfa,,^^^ 
separating said at leas, one connector from ^iri r nn nnr„,r stick rievic ..^ 
fed m combination with the "plura.ity of connectors are removably r^n^ ,„ 
fofflUaaconnector stick „^ .^.^ , gs ^ by ^ 

among other features. Additionally, neither Denovich nor 7V,„»„ rf 1 
otherwise suggest the "connector stick device adapted to be connected"^ at 
leas two electrical cables using a crimping device ... a pluralttv of c— „ 
each of said connectors having opposing sides ... wherein at least one of said 
opposing sides of each conned , ^..-^ ln 

o pposing sides of a different mnnrrtnr by an ultrasonic weld" as recited by claim 
26, among other features. 

New claim 29 recites "a connector comprising a housing defining an 
.ntenor channel and having two opposing sides ... wherein the connector is 
adapted to be connected to a, least one other connector, among otoer features 
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As the *d references nei,her .each nor suggest the -connector is adapted to be 
~ed to a, ,eas, one other connector-, Cain, 29 , s beljev e d a„owable fo 
the reasons provided above. 

In view of the foregoing, i, is respectfully submitted that the pending claims 
def,ne aiiowabie subject matter. Should anything remain in order ,„ pace le 

Z£T — ^ iS ^- to 

contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the 
specca ion and the Cairns by the current amendment. The attached p ge 
cap„oned -Vers.cn wi,h n,^-,. , pa 9 e 

Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to the Deposit 
Account of McAndrews, Held & Ma, l0 y, Ltd., Account No. 13-0017. 
Dated: July 12, 2002 

Respectfully submitted, 
McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 


McAndrews, Held & Malloy Ltd 
— ..wi .viauiouii oireei 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 
Telephone: (312) 775-8000 



Timotny l. roarney 
Reg. No. 38,174 
Attorney for Applicants 
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In the TitlP - 

The title is amended as follows: 

Ultransonic Welded [TelspliceJ Connector Stick 
In the Claim*- 

Claims 1& 15 were amended as follows: 
1 • (Amended) A connector comprising: 

a housing defining an interior channel and havinn t 
sides; and hav,ng two °PP<>sing 

15- (Amended) A connector device adanfpH «« k 

electrical cablinn . . 3dapted to be with an 

- 0 » — «v>vioc oufnpnsmg: 

a first connector having a housing and opposing sides; and 
a second connector having a housing and opposing sides- 
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-29. (New) A connector comprising: 

a crimping device movably positioned inside said ho,,' 


